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To THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 
LORD CHANCELLOR OF ENGLAND, 


THE FOLLOWING 


DISCOURSE | 
18 MOST a IN a 
BY HIS LORDSHIP's 
MOST GRATEFUL, 


AND FAITHFUL, HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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7.QUR high office in the as and 15 

ſeveral, and very great obligations to your 
Lordſhip? s kind regards, incline' me to hope, 
that my taking this particular opportunity of 
addrefling you in public, will not be Judged. 
intruſive, or improper: for to whom can I, 
with greater propriety, inſeribe a work, the 
theme of which is GRATITUDE, than to the 
generous agent, under Divine Providence, whofe 
beneficence exacts my bounden tribute of double 
praiſe to the Author of all good; —and which 
from grateful experience of private benefits, doth 
naturally urge me to treat ſtill more cordially on 
che ſubject that 9 my beſt endeavours, 
8 8 on 


— ˖ — 
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(6 vi.) 
on this occaſion, of juſt, and general gratitude, 
to- Our HEAVENLVY BENETA 


Situated in a place, where every degree of 


— ü, 00 ren 
— — — 


exertion is ſo very needful to inculcate, and 


ſupport a due regard to the eſtabliſhed laws 
of the land, and reſpe& to our excellent form 
of Government, I come forward at this time, 
in common with my brethren, to diſcharge 
my ſhare of duty, in the celebration of a day, 
Ho religiouſly commanded by our gracious So- 
vereign, in due honour and praiſe of that glo- 
rious Being, who is our conſtant deliverer and 
defender in times of extremity and diſtreſs, and 
who hath hitherto, fo wonderfully reſcued us 
from the deſtructive deſigns and endeavours of 


our inveter ate enemies. 


1 have not the preſumption, my «Hed; 


ſuppoſe any thing contained in this feeble * 
fort of profeſſional zeal is of conſequence, as to 
its novelty, to merit your Lordſhip's notice. 
or the commendation of the public, 
truly no more than a plain, religious exhorta- 
tion, to a ruſtic congregation, to follow ſuch 
rules, as will promote _ beſt * here, 


zit being 


” * 
and hereafter EIT). as | 
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My motive in the meaſ! ure, is what I would 
priccipatly plead” in its de fence ; 3 and which 3 is 
exactly the ſame which I offered to my! Dioceſan 
fot my diſcourſe” inſcribed to Hum; on. the 10 
| day f public humiliation, viz. to convey 7 "to 
0 ions of oy pariſhioners, who don not r inbabit ih 
they owe to chair King and country” at at 
times, but eſpecially when, through evil coun 
fellors, a deluded eople are ſo ready to imagine 
* 2 vain thing; ah alſo to inforce, that the ful- 
filling theſe obli igations becomes a ſtill more ne- 
| ceſſary charge upon them, as it is the expreſs 
ill of the SvereME GoytrxoR, that 

they who would Ive peactably and god! ly, Should 
be ſubject to the lawful powers he has ordained to 
rule over them. Received in this light, theſe 
plain thoughts, and well intended admonitions, 
may perhaps be allowed their ſhare of uſeful- 
neſs ; tho* I ſhall hardly dare to arrogate any 
praiſe from the angegeben and honeſt diſcharge 

of my office, "which enjoins loyalty as the effect 
. of reli gious duty. independent of the natural 
inclination that would otherwiſe influence the 


preſent undertaking. And if I may be permitted 


to 


| 4 viii 5 | | 
to % any on ig more 1 ſi aited t to 5 the 
nature of this Epiſtle, it is, that I ſhall. ever 
feel myſelf grateful to the SUPREME, for the 
power of proving faithful to the charge com- 


mitted to my truſt; and that by / doing, I 


ſhall be ſecure in not- diſappointing the favour- 


able opinion, with which my indulgent. Patron 


, 


hath been pleaſed to honour me. 
Relying on. your Lordſhip? s candour to over- 


look any deficiency in this humble addreſs— 


and that you will receive it on the genuine prin- 
ciple that alone encourages me to take the liberty 


—1 beg leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf with all due 


reſpect, and che moſt , i of your 
„ | 


My Los, | 
Your Lordſhip's - 5 5 
Much obli ged., FO 
And devoted, hum} ſervant, 


ADAM GORDON. 


PEN evi. $... 


0 that men would therefore ke the 170 55 bis 
goodneſs, and declare the wonders that be doth for 
the children of nen!“ | 


WHEN we laſt met, my brethren, ona pub- 
lic occaſion of national concern; it was to de- 
precate God's juſt vengeance againſt us, as an un- 
grateful, ſinful people; and to implore his future 
favor, in protecting us under threatened danger, 
from our powerful enemies. - We then acknow- 
ledged, that we deſerved puniſoment. We reſolved, 
to aſk the gift of true repentance, and to uſe the 
means of grace, whereby we might be enabled /o-to 
conduct our lives, as would engage the Lord 10 be 
gracious to his people; to go forth with our armies; and 
to be a power f ſtrength againſt all our adverſaries. 
Hou far the people of this place have kept the 
ſolemn vows then made, God, and their own 

hearts, can beſt judge: There is, however, a cha- 
ritable, and ſubſtantial hope, to conclude, that 
. Jhroughout the land, ſome ſacrifice of true penitence 
and obedience hath been accepted, that God hath 
heard the fervent petitions of his truly faithful 
ſervants that are mingled with the ungodly; and 
for the ten's ſake hath interpoſed his all- powerful 
ſhield of defence in our behalf; for we are aſſem- 
* | bled 
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„ 
bled rhis day, my friends, upon a moſt pleaſing, 
and yet awful occaſion: - We are now in God's 
houſe, on principles of incumbent duty, and grati- 
tude, to the Author of all good. We are met at 
the command of our gracious Sovereign, to preſent 
our moſt humble and devout tribute of praiſe and 
thankſgiving, for the rich and recent mercies we 


have experienced at the hands of God's good pro- 


vidence, in bleſſing the loyal endeavours of our 
brave countrymen with ſucceſs, againſt the united 
enemies of our laws, — religion, — property, —and 
lives. And it is with grateful hearts to the Al- 
mighty, and moſt chearful obedience to the in- 
junctions of our rulers, that I truſt all 8 are 
filled at this particular time. 

We have this day joined, my dear brethren, in 
the general voice of the nation, to glorify God, 
and acknowledge his power and goodneſs towards 


us. In this bounden practice, we have the pious 


example of our truly religious king; to whom, 


with the utmoſt propriety, that he, of titles, may 


in this ſenſe be given, in that he ſeems ever bleſſed 
with grace to yield public teſtimony to the all-rul- 


ing hand of the Supreme Director, by ſeizing every 
occaſion of celebrating the tranſcendant mercies of 


Heaven, towards himſelf, and favored people. 
Herein .then we have a pious precedent of what 
is due to the great Creator, from his dependant 
creatures ; and it being afforded us in this uniform 
conduct of God's anointed ſervant, it cannot fail to 
impreſs every ſerious, and truly Chriſtian mind, 


with an affecting ſenſe of the PETTY and bleſſ- 
| edneſs 


% 
* 
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edneſs of our preſent ſacrifice, Let us lift up 
our hearts then, my brethren, in the words'of the 
text, and earneſtly pray that all people, in every 
place, may for themſelves, and others, moſt faith- 
fully adopt the royal pſalmiſt's exclamation : 'O 
that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis 
goodneſs, and declare the ods that he doth for 
the children of men. 

This verſe, which I have choſen for my text, is 
repeated four times, in the pſalm whence it is 
taken. It is expreſſed in the form of a chorus of 
grateful praiſe, on a review of God's wonderful, 
and various mercies towards mankind. It ſeems; 
at the ſame time, to intimate a degree of reproach, 
and wonder, at the graceleſs inattention of God's 
creatures, to his manifold bounties, ſince the 
words O that men wOULD therefore praiſe the Lord, 
&c. &c. plainly imply, that they ds not ſufficiently 
own his aſtoniſhing goodneſs, as the Author of 
their being, and every bleſſing they enjoy. 

The verſe, you perceive, conſiſts of two parts ; 
viz. not only a pious wh, that men did otherwi/e 
(as juſt now obſerved) but alſo, that they would 
DECLARE the wonders, &c. There is no method 
ſo effectual, to render our gratitude warm, and 
perfect, as to enumerate diligently, the particular 
favors we have received from the hands of our Be- 
nefactor; — to dwell frequently on their happy con- 
ſequence; —and to advert to the troubles, ſorrows, 
or miſery, we have eſcaped. through the bleſſ- 
ings we have received. — Barely to accept and enjoy 
them, is not enougb. We muſt declare them. 
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expatiate upon them and give the n the 
whole praiſe, that hear. and voice can inſtance, to 
evince our truly grateful. ſenſe of their worth and 
Benefit. — This, you will ſce, is the practice of the 


royal David, in this inſtructive and delightful 


pſalm; this is the pattern our royal maſter is ever 
deſirous to imitate, and in which he is at preſent 
attually employed; —and it is the manner I purpoſe 

to follow, in what I ſhall now offer for your in- 


Wulfen and edification, on the particular err 
of this ſolemnity *. | 


' Firſt then, according to the method 1 be 
propoſed; letius not reſt in a ſelfiſh ſupineneſs, in a 
bare acknowledgment of {ome favour ; and feeling 
eaſy upon our deliverance, confider it only as a 
circumſtance in the common courle of things, or 
the mere effort of human ſkill, and intrepidity ; 
but let us exerciſe our-minds in a cloſe, and ſerious 


| inveſtigation, of the miſeries we have e/caped, and 


the benefits continued to us, by the unmerited 


* Trifling as 1t may perbaps appear to /zme, yet as this ſolemn 
act of public praiſe hath met the ſcoffs and reprehenſions of the diſ- 
affected, and even intimations of danger were ſuggeſted, to inti- 
midate many from their .duty—I think this obſervation cannot 
fairly be attacked, that even the day ſeemed favourable to the ſove- 
reign's pious tribute. —But at all events ſurely we might pronounce | 
it pleaſing to the Almighty, fince he has expreſsly declared, that 
—Whojo offereth Him thanks and praiſe, he honoreth Hin. — Where- 
fore Jet the oppoſers of order and religious gratitude, : do their 
worſt to lower the value of this bounden ſactiſice to the SUPREME. 
While the Lord is graciouſly pleaſed ts go forth with our armies 
we have nothing to fear. The ſame power that helps us to victory 
brer tlie common foe, will check the utmoſt virulence of the ſtill 


more- unnatural enemies of the fate. 1 a. 12 
| 8 long- 


ET 
long ſuffering of a merciful God; who atone is 
the diſpoſer of the lot, and the God 'of Battle nd 
who decideth victory at his pleaſure. Let us : 
unite in that grateful burſt of praiſe, with which 
our pfalm breaks forth,—0 ! give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he 1s gracious, and his mercy e endureth "for 


& 


ever. 
My dear brethren—wsz live in a ſpot (of late) 


peculiarly expoſed to the moſt terrible of afl foes, 
the miſguided, rebellious, unnatural enemies to 
their native .,d.—Surely, none but the diſloyal, 
reprobate, and foul traitor to his country, can: ſo 
ſoon forget the juſt fears, lately incurred, of the 
neceſſity of oppoſing the lawleſs violence of thoſe, 
who, to the eternal diſhonour of the Britiſh chaz 
racer, inſtead of defending, were diſpoſed to rin 
their country! What but the irreſiſtible and gra- 
cious interference of the Moſt High could have 
quelled this madneſs of the people? * By enduing 
our rulers with wiſe and determined meaſures, he 
checked the furiouſneſs of the ſtorm that was ready 
to overwhelm us. — The ſubtle and baſe machina- 
tions of our internal foes, who (to the diſgrace of 
human nature) wiſhed to blow up the coals of ſe- 
dition, were timely fruſtrated: The minds of the 
deluded men, whom they had corrupted, were 
happily opened to ſee their error; though many, 
alas ! neceſſarily ſuffered by the hands of Juſtice, 
as victims to the laws they had infringed, and in 
conſequence of liſtening to the moſt hateful of all 
ſeducers, the betrayers of their TIL and country. 
B 3 Only 
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Only imagine, for a monient, my friends, what 
would . have been our dreadful ſituation. in this 
Place, had the. wiſhes of our foreign and. domeſtic 
enemies been ſuffered to prevail. —Oaly recal our 
natural apprehenſions in this hour of alarming 
danger“, and you muſt confeſs that we have great 
reaſon 70 give thanks, as thoſe whom the Lord Kall 
delivered from the hand of the enemy. 

And here all democrats t might well bluſh, and 
tremble too, but that neither of theſe qualities are 
to be expected from the diſciples of French inſo- 


It was but lately that we were happily prevented from im- 
mites our hands in the blood of our fellow ſubjects, through 
the good providence of God over-ruling the moſt unnatural and 
eruel deſigns of the traitors of their country, by ſtirring up an un- 
grateful ſpirit of rebellion among the navy.—Indeed I both faw 


and felt the probable confuſion and miſery that threatened at this 


very ſerious period.—On my return home from a journey, that 
ſame evening, I found an officer in my ſtudy. He came to re- 


| queſt accommodation for the picquet he commanded, A body of 


no leſs than five thouſand men being expected to land that night 
below the fort, with a moſt determined reſolution of committing 
every poſſible outrage.— A ſmall train of artillery attended this 
Zetachment, and centinels patroled all the night, with fixed bayo- 
nets, to watch the avenues of the country; and every one, indued 
with feeling, had their proper fears for what might be the iſſue of 
an attack from a deluded and inſlamed band of rebellious ruffians. 
I cannot here omit a fanciful, but by uo means inapplicable 
deicription of theſe peſtilential innovators of our happy Conſtitu- 
tion ;—a very pal ſubject, and moſt eworthy yeoman of my ac- 


quaintance, having by a flender alteration in the /eurd of the 


word, improved, in my opinion, its orthography with a very ſig- 
niſicant ſenſe of the appellation juſtly belonging to theſe ved 
abettors of French reform.—** J cannot think, Sir, (ſaid he to 
me, one day] what theſe pEMI-CRACks would beat?” 

2 55 lence 


(46 4 2 

lence and infidelity For ſurely the lives and ſins 
of theſe unfortunate. violators of their country's | 
| laws muſt, in a great meaſure, in the eye of 

Heaven, be placed. to the account of thoſe, whoſe 

perfidiouſneſs and art, were inſtrumental to their 
di ſaffection.— But it is like all other inſtances of 
infatuation men will ſacrifice every thing to the 
prejudice and violence of party; and, in truth, ſo 
unnatural is the proceeding, that it can only be re- 
ſolved in the ſecret decrees of the. Supreme, Who 
ſuffers rhe deadly inſtruments of miſchief to reign 
for a ſeaſon, when he purpoſes to puniſh his ſinful 
and ungrateful creatures. There hardly can be any 
other way of accounting for this ſtrange perverſe- 
neſs in the character of EnGLIsHMEN ;——whoſe 
education. religion, love of genuine liberty. 
innate averſion to the worſt of all oppreſſion, and 
general abhorrence of downright impiety, ſhould 
ſeem to ſet them above the profane and levelling 
doctrines, of the moſt fickle, treacherous, and 
cruel people now exiſting. But what marks the 
abſurdity and raſhneſs of theſe French converts, 
is the blindneſs with which they ruſh into the 
ſnare of their determined enemies, by riſking their 
all, —life, property, and deareſt ties, to the rage 
of oppoſition; whereas a generous and ſenſible 
union, in ſupport of Government, would ſecure 
the permanent poſſeſſion of theſe valuable bleſſings, 
and enable us ſtill to continue the admiration of 
Europe, and the terror and ſcourge of our invidi- 


ous foes.—That there ſhould- be ſuch a change in 
| | B 4 the 
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the principles of too mafy f our ; countrymen, is 


| no leſs \aftopithing than * E: 


1 bumbly troft the above remark will not be elicoined- an 
vnchatitable judgment for how can we think otherwiſe, when 
we ſee eyen perſons: ꝓrofeſſtig godlineſt, acting in open violation of | 
laws divine and human, —When we hear them calling the duly ap- 
ainted days of public humiliation and thank ſgiving—ordimances 
SUS men, and therefore RR: -themſelves' and others, that 
che are not tfictly bound to pay dus reverence to theſe pious, 
humble, and chrittian efforts to appeaſe God's juſt anger, and 
praiſe him for his undeſerved benefits, How vain, weak, and ill 
ſoundedi is ſuck conduct, and eſpecially when extending to perverſe g 
and profane pradiice, while the whole tenour of ſcripture, not 
only warrants, but enjoins ſubjection to the powers ſet over us by 
Divine Providence, not only for pruce but conſeience fake; and if 
incumbent on us to ſubmit to very power in obedience, to divine 
command, on the above evangelical principle of religious concord, 
ſurely it muſt be equally becoming to attend to the authority of 
theſe influenced by à chriſtian veneration for the honour of the Al- 


mighty. Nhat cant and inconſiſtency, therefore, do ſuch people 


difcover, in declaring againſt war, and bloodſhed, and their aver- 
ſion. to al, or give thanks, on ſuch occaſions, while they would 
moſt voaaturally - unite with a people who delight in Blood, who 
have waged war with all the kingdoms of Europe; and by the 
abetting of whoſe principles, they would pave the way for far 


| rer * $a and milcry, in any that can happen by oppoſing 
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of Comihment-they are FH, blind to thoſe principles of pure 
chriſtianity, which tend to encourage peace and order in the world; 
and, with a falſe notion of liberty, they are mere advocates of li- 


cemiouſueſs, and, ultimately, of Hlavery to their country; ſince it is 
evident by the faſcinating words F&aTERNITY, EQUALETY, and 


"CITIZENSHIP, the deluded adinirers of French reform, have 


been plundered of their property ; and now their eyes are opened 
to the real principles of their CONGO, are ſolely kept in order 


05 ſuperior force and power.. {an 2; 
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That any, boaſting the name 1 Britons, ſhould 
encourage the natural enemies of their country, 
whom for ages they have hitherto held in juſt ab- 
horrence, for levity of manners, and duplicity of 
conduct, is truly alarming ; and the more ſo, as to 
an inveterate envy and hatred of our nation, they 
now openly exhibit a cruelty and depravity of cha- 
racter not to be equalled among the moſt barbar- 
ous people which would have filled a country 
gentleman of former days, with contempt and in- 
dignation Without bounds, and inſpired a heroic 
ſpirit of vittuous oppoſition to their pernicious 
principles, which would have curbed their proud- 
eſt, menaces, rand defied | Aon boldeſt under. | 
taking. 65 8 
But it is a melancholy ervith, tat this oldiidus 
ſpirit” is "evaporated among too many, though, 
thank, Heaven, not generally ſuppreſſed. That 
men of property and underſtanding ſhould: ſeem 
weary of proſperity and cafe, and remain inſenſible 
to the direful conſequences of inſurrection, and in- 
vaſion, I own affords the moſt ſerious ſymptom, 
in the preſent Rate of our affairs; it being almoſt 
impoſſible to be accounted for, but from an in- 
fluence. before alluded to, of moſt deſperate infa- 
tualion, which naturally promotes and accelerates 
misfortune; and we have the example of all hiſ- 
tory to warrant this remark, that in the final down- 
fall of every ſtate and individual, God generally 
blinds or perverts the judgment of thoſe he pur- 
poles to abandon. 
There 


10 Y 

There is another article of united folly and in- 
gratitude, that I cannot avoid juſt noticing, in 
this place, and that is, the degeneracy of too many 
of another order of fociety * „ whoſe chief, if not 
ſole ſupport, if poſſible, is more dependent on the 
exiſtence of our happy Conſtitution, than any 
other portion of the community. — That #be/e men 
ſhould countenance innovation, or lean to regicide 
and infidel tenets, confirms the apprehenſion that 
there is an incurable rottenneſs of heart, where 
ſoundneſs would be moſt defirable, and naturally 
expected. —Here, in truth, my brethren, are la- 


As to a democratic parſon, J conſider the character as ſuch a 
compound of contradictory principles, that J am wholly at a loſs 
for any ſufficient expoſition of its baſerc/s.—lt is difficult which pre- 
ponderates in the compoſition ; folly, —madneſs,—or wickedneſe 3 
ſince ſucceſs to their politica! ſentiments, muſt inevitably deſtroy, 
not only their own temporal comforts, but involve at the ſame 
time their d:aref connections, (if ſuch characters really hold «xy 
thing dear) in ſimilar ruin.— Nor can I imagine but one poſſible 
cauſe, and that replete with hypocriſy, and ingratitude, why a 
perſon of this profeſſion, can act with ſuch apparent inconſiſtency, 
and that is, a wiſh to ArOSsTATIZ E, which, while our happy 
eſtabliſhment continues, the dread of merited ignominy may pre- 
vent their doing.—For few (like cowards in arms) have a heart to 
relinquiſh a calling to which they are merely attached through love 
of gain; or poſſeſs ſimilar effrontery with the celebrated apoſtate of 
their party, oben to relinquiſh that ſacred charge, they ſo ſolemn- 
ly accepted, and pretended to profeſs on principle. Upon all ſuch 
unnatural members of the church and community, a merited puniſh» 
ment would be to exchange conditions with their loyal anbeneficed 
brethren, till feeling che curſe of old, denounced againſt a worth- | 
leſs prieſthood, 2% ou crouch for the loxveſt Mee of their orde, 
that they might cat @ piece he bread. | 

mentable 


Eun 
mentable plaints to dwell upon; but the more 


alarming they are, the more they magnify the good- 
neſs of our heavenly Protector, who like as he 


cauſeth his ſun to ſhine on the juſt and unjuſt, ſo he re- 
ſerveth the unworthieſt for repentance ; and hav- 
ing the hearts of men under his rule and gover- 
' nance, he will not ſuffer the wicked to proven till 
the utmoſt meaſure of iniquity is filled up“. 
Let us encourage an humble hope that this is not 
yet the caſe, nor ever may be in our days.—Qur 
gracious Sovereign, ever alive to the needful aid of 
Divine Providence, and anxious to glorify the Al- 
mighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, by due and 
ſolemn acts of prayer and humiliation, hath, re- 
gularly, through this arduous and uncertain con- 


— 


2 Could men of te diſaffeted principles alluded to in this diſ- 
courſe be brought to a candid review of their dangerous conduct, 
and a ſenſe of the poſſible evils to which they are acceſſary, 
there might be hopes of their reform. But the ſad depravity of 
human nature it is to be feared, affords no proſpect of ſuch a 
change, while we ſee many by their | owz miſconduct contribut- 
ing to the vERY TROUBLES they ſo vehemently reprobate in 
general, — Some by meanly and anjufily evading their ſhare of the 
national reſources, which the laws of the land appropriate for the 
defence of the country ; and others, (as is to be apprehended in the 
caſe of ſome in a //ter kingdom), by increaſing the burdens of their 
tenants, becoming greatly inftrumental to their being ſeduced by 
diſloyal aſſociations, ——Effuſions of eloquence are then employed, 
to expreſs the general ſufferings of the people, and the whole artil» 
lery of complaint is levelled againſt thoſe, on whom the difficult 
taſk is laid, to heal the wounds which fecret avarice and ruinous 
indiſcretion have created. Thus like crafty incendiaries, who wiſh 
to ſcreen the crime they have committed, —after privily ſetting the 


edifice in flames, oy are the fr, and laude to CRY OUT FIRE, 
flict, 


*** : 
flict, enjoined his people to employ becoming pe- 
nitence and ſupplication. And from our ſeveral 
late moſt providential, and almoſt miraculous deli- 
verances, the Lord ſeems to have fought on our 
ſide, and crowned us with fucceſs; a triumph the 
more glorious, as the natural conteſt was the more 
ſerious: we may therefore with pious confidence 
and gratitude pronounce—T; hat when we cried unto 
the Lord in our 1 rouble, he moſt” are e 
us out of our diſtreſs. 

Hitherto, my brethren, IT have only given you a 
ſlight ſketch of the great miſeries we have eſcaped, 
through God's merciful forbearance and favour ; 
and*though, doubtleſs, theſe are to be reckoned 
amongſt our benefits received, yet, in purſuance 
of our duty to declare the wonders which the Lord 
# hath vouchſafed to do for us, his undeferving chil- 
. dren, and as a freſh exerciſe of praiſe, to him for 

the ſame, I will now proceed. to mention a few of 

1 the eſſential benefits we enjoy, in conſequence of 
"A our liberation from the diftreſs that threatened us. 
i ; Had I time to enlarge on the affecting particulars 
. of what we have eſcaped through the late divine 
5768 protection, in the two inſtances—of quelling inſur- 
rection and defeating a powerful enemy, it would 
further induce every feeling, grateful heart, 70 
F | praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs towards us.—If any 

1 of you would diligently ꝓeruſe, and conſider the 
i certain confequence of civil war, or foreign inva- 
ſion, as among the ſoreſt of God's judgments, de- 
nounced againſt a devoted people, as they are de- 


* in many awful paſſages of Holy Writ, it 
would 


1 

would at once convince him of the weight of obli- 
gation to obey our heavenly Guardian Anand of the 
needful amendment of our ways. — Among nu- 
merous dire denunciations,—and woeful deſcrip- 
tions of this kind, againſt a ſtubborn and ſinful 

cople,—it may | ſuffice to mention the following at 
preſent . If ye will not hearken unto me; (faith 
God) and. do all my commandments, T will do this 
unto 5.1 will even appoint over you terror, 
conſumption, and the burning ague, that fhall con- 
ſume thine Hes, and cauſe ſorrow of heart, and ye 
hall ſow your ſeed in vain, for your enemies ſhall eat 
it,—And I will ſet my face againſt you, and ye ſhall 
be Hain before your enemies. - bey that hate You 
ſhall reign over you, and ye ſhall flee when none pure 
ſueth you. And I will featter you among the hea- 
then, and will draw out a fword. after you, and 
your land ſhall be deſolate, and your cities waſte. — 
tAnd I will bring your ſannaries unto deſolativn 
(that is, your churches, and, holy places of wor- 
ſhip): and, deſcribing the horrors of civil war 
and famine, he further threatenerh f And the fleſh 
of your ſons, and the feſb of your daughters fhall Je 
cat. and ye ſhall periſh among the heathen—(l. E. 
any unbelicving, ungodly people, v hom God ſhall 
appoint to puniſh), and the land of your enemies ball 
eat you up :—And very prophetic of what we have 
juſtly feared, and may  Fpect, for ouf offences 
againſt ſo good and gracious a God; we find” him 
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thus 


3 
thus denouncing againſt his diſobedient and un- 
grateful people, Deut. xxxii. 21 and 25.—That be- 
cauſe they had provoked him to Jealouſy, and angered 
him by their vanities, that he will bide his face from 
| them, and move them to jealouſy with thoſe that are 
not a people (i. e. who are void of religion, and 
humanity, and not choſen by him) and provoke 
them to anger with a fooliſh nation—(ſuch are thoſe 
who deny God )—That he will heap miſchiefs on them; 
the ſword coithout, and terror within, ſhall deſtroy 
both the young man, and the virgin, and the ſuckling 
.elſo, with the man of grey hairs. | 
| Now after theſe tremendous declarations of God's 
dread purpoſes againſt a people that ſo obſtinately | 
continue to provoke his juſt anger, I think this a 
proper part of my diſcourſe, moſt earneſtly to ex- 
hort all preſent, who by their exemplary attend- 
ance on God's ſervice this day, do prove their due 
reſpect to the Almighty, and loyalty to their king, 
to be moſt religiouſly careful, not to diſhonour 
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#8 their preſent very becoming behaviour, by any diſ- 
=. orderly conduct during the remainder of the day ; 
1 fince that would give cauſe to che enemies of our 


holy Church, and her appointments, to rail againſt 
us, as mere formaliſs, and not true Chriſtians, who 
mean to honour their mighty Deliverer and Pro- 
tector, in pure humility and ſincerity of heart ;— 


i : | From the foregoing awful conſiderations, and the na- 

if tural admonitions they excite, we are juſtly led to 
= 

3 dwell a little on the pſitive bleſſings we ſtill enjoy.— 


To which none, ſurely, can be inſenſible, but thoſe 
who 


| — 
who are dead to all remaining loyalty, and genulne 
patriotiſm. | 

Both our ſiſter kingdom with ous may 
equall y and gratefully exclaim / by do the heathen /o 
furiouſly rage together it is the Lord that reigneth, 
let the iſles be glad thereof. Ilt is he that ſaith to the 
ſea, be ſtill; and the waves obey him: who biddeth 
the furious tempeſt to ariſe, and perform his will 
therefore will we give thanks unto thy name, which ts 
greal wonderful and holy. Under this direction 
of his providence, he hath preſerved one part of 
our empire from the calamities of foreign plunder, 

and by bleſſing our arms with victory, at different 
periods of critical event, and fearful expectation, 
he ſtill enables us to poſſeſs all the comforts of 
our lives, in peace and ſafety; to follow our re- 
ſpective callings with chearful perſeverance;—to 
purſue the labours of induſtry with ſecurity and 
profit; — and to employ the natural, neceſſary 
means of ſelf preſervation, from future attack and 
danger; inſpiring us with courage by his late 
favour, to exert every endeavour that ſkill and 
bravery can ſuggeſt, to maintain the benefits he 
hath been pleaſed to continue to us. 

Further, we are ſtil] blefſed with an excetting, 
and unequalled form of government, as yet, thank 
Heaven, entire, notwithſtanding all the efforts of 
domeſtic . madneſs, or foreign malice, to overſet 
it. We have rulers endued with wiſdom, and 
perſeverance io hold out againſt every ſtorm with 
which the ſtate hath long, and frequently been 
threatened, —and to maintain their arduous ſta- 
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tions, againſt the . force of ſubtle and vi- 
gorous opponents; ;—=undzr the ſevereſt trials of 
moſt ſiniſter events, and yet as wonderfully ſup- 
ported through a timely and propitious change of 
fortune—which alone can be imputed to the pro- 
vidential care and c countenance of Heaven. 
It cannot be denied, indeed, but that weighty 
are the burdens needful to be impoſed, to carry on 
ſo extenſive and ſerious a conteſt; but who will 
preſume to ſay, that any ſet of men, under ſimilar 
circumſtances, of every deſeription, could have up- 
held the honour of the nation at "tefs, expence, or 
as far as human effort can be employed, wit 
greater glory ?— Reſources muſt be had, or the 


cauſe abandoned ; nil happily the majority. of the 


nation ſtill feel, the value of the cauſe. And every 
impartial inveſtigator of the method employed to 
raiſe the means of ſaving us from ſinking into 


 Navery, muſt confeſs, that without poſſeſſing in- 


Fallibility of deſign, | more wife conſiderate, and 


1 


The voice of faction, —of ſelf. interet 0 of falſe patriot- 
iſm, aſſiſted by bluſtering eloquence, may make a noiſe, and drown 
the ears and ſenſes of the authinting multitude ; but of this we 
may be certain, that if it pleaſed God, ſo far to confound the pre- 
ſent counſels of the ſtate, as to permit a change at this time, in the 
public adminiſtration of affairs, no ſet of men could readily be 
found of equal ability, integrity, and fortitude, to obtain the conſi- 
dence of that part of the community, who compoſe the very vitals of 
the nation; viz. the conſiderate and unprejudiced of every rank, no 
leſs than the moſt w-a/thy portion of it, who having their reſpective 
valuable ſtakes to loſe, are naturally anxious to keep them in ſafe hands: 


| —anarchy aud confuſion, would immediately be the conſequence 
of fuch a age, and the tuin of t thie conſtitution ineyirably follow, 


2- = efficacious 


E „ 
efficacious meaſures could not be adupted, to an- 
ſwer the immediate exigencies of the country, in 
ſo trying and critical a juncture. As far as poſ- 
ſible, and with as few exceptions, on ſo enlarged 
and intricate a buſineſs, the burthen is. laid where 


it ought principally to be impoſed, and can beſt 


be borne.— The wealthy are increaſed in their 
bounden contributions to preſerve their greater 
ſtake.— The poor, and middling order, are re- 
lieved as much as poſſible. 7 . 2 21 

As ignorant, and uneducated men, you may be 
ſeduced to believe, that theſe ſupplies are raiſed 
for the Ling s ſole uſe.— We have the authority of 
Scripture, and the command of the Lord of all 
things, 10 give tribute to whom tribute is due and 


honour to whom honour.— But in this caſe, the fund 


is a common fund, levied and employed for the pub- 
lic good. to aſſiſt in continuing us a great, and 
proſperous people, and to prevent our ancient and 
implacable foes, from plundering us of all, and 
cjecting us from the very ſcale of empire.—lt is a 
ſtruggle for our very. exi/tence, as a free, and unri- 
valled nation; and Divine Providence, as yet, ap- 
pears to ſanction the heroiſm of our reſiſtance.— 

It would be werſe than death to every real Briton, 
to become the ſlave of France, and every means * 


muſt be exerted to cquntentat fo dire an Er So 
| 12 8 Laſtiy: ; 


It is no „n grievous than. carpeting, to . the perverſe. 
neſs of ſome, and ſupineneſs of others, in the preſent great na- 
tional effort to oppoſe the common enemy. The buſineſs may be 
Ou to this ſingle query SR ſhip worth ſaving, or not 

All 
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_Laftly; the eſſential bleſſing we, ſtill retain, in 


having ſuch a Sovereign to defend our happy. form 


of Government ſhould excite in us the moſt loyal 
22 an. 
All is evidently at fate in the preſent conteſt; and if the ſtake is 
of eſſential value, ſomething aft be riſked to ſave it. The tem- 
poraty cargo is thought of little comparative conſequence, in a 
form, to preſerving the veſſel, and the lives of the paſſengers.— 
Would men but exerciſe reaſon, candour, and common judgment, 
they muſt allow, that Miniſters have proportionably as great an in- 
tereſt in the ſalvation of their country, as any of their fellow 
ſubjects; nay, their own reſponſibility is a powerful ſpur to the 
beſt exertion for its ſafety.— I have obſerved in the body of this 
diſcourſe (for the conviction of our enemies), that in a general 
view of the means to be raiſed, our reſources have nor yet failed, 
through the truly ſpirited ſupport of an opulent and loyal people, 
in defence of the happieſt form of Government. —On a fair and 
judicious inveſtigation- of the me:hod of raiſing indiſpenſible ſup- 
plies, TIME, and the conſtitutional mode of meliorating the grand 
deſign, or main principle of the plan ſhould be allowed, Nothing 
arbitrary has been adopted, nothing propoſed as infallible ; but 
only the general outline of immediate expediency fairly. ſubmitted 
to parliamentary controul and determination. And, after all, 
though it may bear hard on ſome, whoſe peculiar circumſtances 
in life, may occaſion them to feel more ſeverely heir proportion, 
from the temporary increaſe of aſſeſſments, yet what is this in 
compariſon of the juſt burden that muſt, or ought, to be forth 
coming from real affluence ?—The fact is; genuine patriotiſm is on 
the decline, or men of conſiderable rank and property, could not 
be ſo injudicious, and unjuſt, as any ways to withhold their quota, 
even on principles of .f preſervation. They would rather (if ac- 
tuated by a true love of their country) voluntarily and effectually 
ſubſcribe, without ſubjecting Adminiſtration to any odium, or dif. 
ficulty in the arduous and Iaudable exertion to ſave the coun- 
try; and perpetuate its glory. In ſhort, on the only principle that 
erer can produce ſubſtantial virtue, political ot religious, and to 
ſe the words of a no-lefs patriotic, than pious writer; A true 
—_ above almoſt all other fes, 3 28 the world now: is) 
will 


* * 


(69 
and filial exertions to ſupport his rights, which are 
ſo evidently congenial with our own. - When we 
hear him publicly declare, THAT HE WILL: STAND 
OR FALL WITH HIS FAITHFUL SUBJECTS, AND IN 


DEFENCE OF THE INDEPENDENCE, LAWS, LIBER= 


TY, AND RELIGION OF THEIR COUNTRY “: What 
true Briton, but muſt glow with gratitude, and 
pant with zeal, towards his King! — It is the 
language of a tender parent, feeling for the deareſt 


pledges of human nature; nor can I believe, but 


that every truly honeſt man, would rather die, 
fighting by the fide of /uch a Prince, than tame- 


ly and baſely, diſgrace his national character, by a 


_ cowardly compromiſe, with the inveterate and 
avowed deſtroyers of his native country: In 
whom no confidence can be placed ; who like the 
proud Sennacherib diſdain the power of the living 
God ;—ſpurn at every moral obligation; and of 


whom nothing can be expected (when opportunity 
abets their principles, and inclination) but perfidy, 


and merited deſertion of their new. and credulous 


allies. 
And now, having ſet bekive you, the Fool 


kind of bleſſings for which we cannot be too. 


thankful to our Divine Protector :—Having made 
an humble, —earneſt effort, to give Him all the 
praiſe, both for the happy direction of events, and 


will be thankful for the civil and religious liberty he enjoys 
and therefore will not be captious and querulous, that governors 


are frail mortals like himſelf, and ſo cannot poſſibly pleaſe every 


one, nor be abſolutely perfect, in all things. ” 

* Part of his Majeſty's laſt moſt gracious anſwer to the Addreſs 
11 TOR Houſes of Parliament. 25 
C 3 | ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs to his creature's brave and laudable defence 
of their king, and country: — Having alſo, dwelt 
very fully, and feelingly, on ſome articles of ob- 
vious complaint, and deep concern, as to the in- 
judicious conduct of too many of our fellow ſub- 
jects; it is time I ſhould draw to a concluſion. of 
my diſcourſe; and J cannot diſmiſs you, with a 
more inſtructive, and uſeful impreſſion of the“ 
whole ſubject, than by adverting to the probable 
cauſe of the unhappy dereliction in many, and 
with an earneſt, and moſt affectionate admonition, 
to ſteer clear of every thing that may make God 
our foe; for while He is our friend—we need not 
fear what man can do unto 15, 

It is lamentable to obſerve, my brethren, that the 
general declination of religious concerns among the 
people, eſpecially among thoſe whoſe ſtation renders. 
example far more valuable than'precept, is what tends 
to pervert the mind, and aſſimilate the principles of 
numbers, to thoſe of their infidel and democratic 
neighbours.—The fool bath ſaid i in bis heart there is 
nb God. The more correct interpretation of this paſ- 
ſage is God, no God. He hath faid in his heart, 
that is, he ſecretly rohes to have no omnipotent, 
unerring Judge of his actions. —It is no unchriſtian 
aſſertion to inform you, that this is, and has been long 
the unhappy deſeription of the people of France: 
Through a vain philoſophy, —levity of mind, —and 
extreme depravity of manners, they have in a degree 
perſuaded themſelves to be w7/thout God in the world; 
and amongſt the moſt enormous inſtances of our un- 


godly imitation of them, —is the foul crime of pro- 


| faning 
24 | . 


E 


faning the ſabbath of the Lord. This day of holy 
reſt, is declared throughout ſcripture, to be a fn 
between God and his people. — We are commanded to 
hallow his ſabbatb, for this very reaſon,—to keep 
alive our remembrance of his power, and love, and 


our continual bounden duty-to Him. cf: baits 
Humble, my brethren, as is your ſtate in life, 


you muſt all acknowledge, how ſcandalouſly this 


duty is neglected by numbers every where, eſpeci- 
ally in the place and country, where we live. It 
is but little, that the power of the moſt honeſt, and 
aſſiduous miniſter of God's word can do, to check 
this growing evil, unleſs his earneſt efforts are 
aided by thoſe who are ſuppoſed to know their duty, 
and whoſe intereſt it is, to pay due reſpect to order; 
—unleſs, in ſhort, ſupported by the civil power. 
———— The authority of the magiſtracy muſt be ex- 
erted, to correct and ſuppreſs this ruinous: habit of 


impious neglect; their own regular example ſhould 


be : conſpicuous, to encourage all reſpect to this 
incumbent duty in all Chriſtians, or the ſin will 
daily increaſe, till it draws down inevitable de- 
ſtruction upon the nation. We have both a promi/e 
and a cur/e, to warrant my admonition on this 
particular.——Bleſjed is ie man, ſaith the Lord, 
by - his. prophet Iſaiah; s keepeth the ſabbath ; 
and by the mouth of his ſervant Nehemiah, he 


declareth the canſe of his anger againſt Iſrael, to 


be their profanation of the ſabbath day. 


Lite | ſeeks like; and therefore I repeat, my 


friends, that it is the growing ſimilarity of manners 
of our countrymen with thoſe of our enemies, that 
Oy = C 3 5 helps 
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623 
helps to favor their dangerous ſyſtem among us, 
and has almoſt eradicated fronr the minds of many, 
the noble, —honeſt, - virtuous principles of their 
brave forefathers, which checked that reſtleſs ſpirit 
of ungovernable ambition and rage for power, 
which threaten at Preſent to Sade, and ente 
the earth. FH 

As my fr admonition 8 my dear bre- 
thren, on this head, let me moſt earneſtly exhort 
you, not to ſuffer yourſelves to he contaminated 
by deluſi ve arts, which are big with treachery to 
your native land, and danger to yourſelves. 

If you wiſh to ſee your country bleſſed with 
peace and harmony; above all things learn to diſ- 
tinguiſn between 25% friends, who by giving ſuch 
ſound advice, (as I truſt; by the help of God, I 
have endeavored this day to afford h, aim at 
your true welfare, and thoſe, who through. vain 
pretenſions to reform the ſtate, and mend your 
circumſtances, do nothing but deceive you; and 
by blowing up the fire of diſcord and rebellion, 
endeavour to involve you in the deepeſt troubles. 
———PFor only judge yourſelves, as to any of the 
common people, who abſurdly liſten to the unna- 
tural and wild diſcourſes of that nezr-formed: cha- 
racer, a frenchified Briton,—one ſtrangely weary 
of his ancient laws,—cuſtoms,—and religion, 
only let me aſk, I fay, my friends, what would 
you do among a crew of murderous invaders, 
who muſt neceſſarily ſtarve you, to ſatisfy their 
own dependent, and numerous followers.? who 


will make you their very /laves, and ſubject 
yourſelves 


63 EY 
yourſelves and families, to every kind of hard- 


ſhip that a people now long uſed to blood and 


cruelty, could invent, to glut their vengeance 
upon a nation ſo oy: chow” rivals in arms, and 


Commerce. 


Truſt to the old 1 — a. vf is "04 


ter than 10 bread; ; and depend upon it, though 
the times may be a little hard upon us for the 
preſent, owing to a noble and needful effort of 


true born Engliſhmen, againſt ſworn and merci- 


leſs adverſaries, yet woefully different would you 
find your n. under a EY like . 
of iFranke.;!. 5: Fe, 221 G 
Thus far, I W 4 to 5 YOU —a—_ 
3 ſentiments, of the times, and the ſenſe 
in which as loyal ſubjects, and true friends of 
our country, we ſhould approach the Lord our 
deliverer and defender, on this occaſion. But 
I muſt not conclude, without another moſt im- 
portant admonition, which the ſpirit of the pſalm 
before us, moſt clearly ſuggeſts to * 3 ** 
every ſerious: Chriſtian. fl 
After all then, though it is 8 an 3 


+2 


virtue to feel due attachment to our native land: 


and the ties of ſocial obligation exact in many 
caſes, even to die for it. Though wars of de- 
fence are perfectly lawful in the courſe, and hy 
permiſſion of Divine Providence, and the voice 
of ſcripture upholdeth a juſt cauſe of reffance, 
even unto blood, (and a juſter ſurely, cannot ex- 
iſt, than the conteſt for /iberiy, and religion) ſtill 


we muſt ever remember it is the Chri/tian part 
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to look further than the very deareſt. concerns 
of bis life. Every trial and trouble here, is 
mercifully calculated, if properly received, 
prepare us for another, and a betiry ſtate. A 
ſtate where wars ſhall ceaſe, and pcace eternal 
reign:—Where the conduct of every individual, 
high and low, rich and poor, ſhall be eſtimated 
according to the juſt oa —_— ſemence of 


divine wiſdom. . 4210 


It is our duty, then, as Chriſtians, Mw 
driven to the hardeſt ſtate of worldly fuffering, 
never to harbour malicious reſentment againſt the 
very worſt of men.—To repel the aſſaults of a 
common enemy, is natural, and permitted; but as 
far as we conceive them acting beyond the bounds 


of that moderate exertion. of power, by which hu- 


mane and religious conquerors are actuated, even in 
the events of war:—though we cannot but per- 
ceive and feel the evil effects of their tyrannical 
deſigns, yet ſhould we: always regulate our oppo- 
ſition by ſafe principles, nor direct our animoſity 
againſt the men, but againſt the cauſe ; — and 
when we revert to the circumſtance! of general 
retribution, and the dreadful ſentence of the 
wicked, we ſhall be led to pity the extreme de- 
pravity of a common fallen nature, and pray that 
God would turm the hearts of the diſobedient io the 
21/dom of the Juſt ; ;. nor ſuffer even our n to fall, 
without experiencing his mercy. p. 

We muſt ever keep in view, thoſe ak pat- 
terns ſet us by our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; the 


„ 
moſt prominent of which, is full forgiveneſs of our 
bittereſt enemies; this is the ſpirit for which we 
ſhould ever pray, and which ſhould influence our 
lateſt moments, whether we die in the chamber, 
or fall in Zattle:—In the fouleſt inſtance of un- 
provoked barbarity the world can record, we find 
the Great Redeemer of Mankind imploring mercy 
for his murderers; it is from him alone we can 
obtain this ſpirit, and who can direct us in the right 
ebay, that we may get to that city, where we are to 
dwell for ev .- Well therefore may we praiſe the 
Lord for this ſtill more exalted goodneſs ;—theſe 
greater wonders towards the children of men, in 
providing for us the rich, unfading bleſſings of 
eternity, —ſince God's /atisfying the empty ſoul, and 
filling the hungry ſoul with goodneſs, 18 clearly ex- 
| plained in the book of Revelations, where it is 
declared, that the redeemed ſhall hunger no more, nei- 
ther thirft any more—neither ſhall the ſun light on them, 
nor any heat—for the Lamb which is in the midſt of 
of the throne ſhall feed them, and fhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters, and God fhall wipe © 
away all tears from their eyes. 

Theſe then, my Brethren, are the ſuperior bleſ- 
ſings to. which God's goodneſs directs our views. 
For this is the deliverance he holds forth to /uch as 
fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, being as 
Bound in miſery and iron. —By which figure of 
worldly captives, waiting their ſentence from their 
conquerors, is - repreſented the general ſlavery of 


ſin and death, and the gracious deliverance pro- 
cured 
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cured for them, through the infinite atonement of 


the Bleſſed Jeſus. When, therefore, through all 
the changes and chances of this mortal life, we 
thus duly weigh the glorious end of our earthly 
warfare, well doth it behove us to join in the con- 
cluding verſes of this pſalm, which ſo evangeli- 


cally deſcribe our everlaſting happineſs, and ſay 


truly—7he righteous (only) will conſider this, and re- 
joice, —and the month of all wickedneſs fhall be 
fopped. —* That is, the former, finding themſelves 
ſtill the objects of God's mercy, will have cauſe to 
© vive thanks, while the wicked; when viſited with 
* final judgment, will be forced by their filence to 
© own, that their puniſhment is juſt.— Now, who/o 
7s wiſe among you, will ponder theſe things, and they 
ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs of the Lord.”'— 

In other words, ſuch perſons will treaſure up in 


their hearts, the contents of this very inſtructive 


portion of God's word, by which they will com- 
prehend the weakneſs and wickedneſs of man, as 
likewiſe, the power and loving-kindneis of the 
Lord—who, not for our merit, but tor his mercy's 
fake, forgiveth our ſins, —healeth our infirmities, — 


preſerveth us in temptation, hath placed us in his 


Church, enricheth us with his grace, and (as hath 
been very fully ſhewn) ſheltereth us from perſecu- 
tion who preſerveth us now, in this preſent time, 
and will crown us to all eternity;* which glorious 


portion that all preſent may finally experience— 


God of his infinite mercy grant, through the. 


EL; and for the lake of Jefus Chriſt, our 
bleſſed 


3 


bleſſed Lord, and Saviour, to whom, with the 


Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all glory and 


thankſgiving aſcribed now, © and for evermore. 


Amen, 
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